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To the Editor:
We appreciate the interest and comments from Kong However, these factors are not only influenced by the surgeon's ability, but also by the assistant surgeon's experience and ability, as well as patient factors. Thus, no single parameter can be used to measure the learning curve of this surgery. Additionally, increasing popularity and interest in proximal gastrectomy for gastric cancer make it difficult to determine the learning curve of laparoscopic total gastrectomy. Thus, a new statistical model that can consider and integrate these complicated factors is required to quantify the learning curve for surgical procedures.
